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Amendments To The Claims? 

1 . (Currently Amended) A data processing method for converting loyalty points stor^ in a 
participant's loyalty accoimt, wherein said loyalty account is associated with said participant 
within at least one loyalty program database system, comprising the computer-implemented steps 
of: 

communicating with said participant using a computerized user interface system that is 
configured for exchanging information over a computerized network; 

retrieving infoimation from said loyalty program database, inchiding an amount of said 
loyalty points accumulated by said participant; 

converting said amount of loyalty points to a currency value using a computerized 
conversion processor; and 

applying said currency value as a credit to a second account> wherein said second account 
is stored on a second database syste m^and wherein said currency value is applied to offset an 
executed charge . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said aooond aooount is ft step of 
applying said currency value as a credit to a second account comprises applying said currency 
value as a credit to said participant's financial transaction account. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said s e cond oocount i s step of applying said currency 
value as a credit to a second account oomp rises applying said currency value as a credit to at 
least one of th e following: a third-party's financial transaction account; a stored value account; 
and an online digital wallet account. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said credit iq applied to any ono of 
the followinfi: step of applying said currencv va l ue as a credit to a second account comprises 
applying said currency value as a credit to at least one of a gift product; and a secondary 
transaction number. 

5. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for using loyalty points over a 
computerized network, comprising the steps of: 

communicating with a loyalty program participant over a computerized network using a 
computerized user interface system; 
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retrieving informatidii, including an amount of participant's loyalty points, fiom a 
participant's loyalty account^ wherein said loyalty account i$ associated with said participant 
within at least one loyalty program database system; and 

converting said loyalty points to a currency value using a computerized conversion 
proceissori and 

^>plying said currency value as a credit to a second accoun t wherein said second account is 
stored on a second databas e system, and wherein said currency value is applied to offset an 
executed charge . 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method ofclaim 5, wherein said 
s e cond aooount ia a step of applvin^ said currency value as a credit to a second account 
comprises applying said currency value as a credit to said participant's financial transaction 
account. 

7, (Currently Amended) The computer-implemmted method of claim 5, wherein said 
a e oond account i s step of apolvine said currency value as a credit to a second acc nimt cnmpriflft^- 
applying said currenc y value as a credit to at least one of th e following; a third-party's financial 
transaction account; a stored value account; and an online digital wallet account- 
s' (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 5, wherein said »se4k 
is applied to any ono of th e following! step of applying said currency value as a credit to a 
second account comprises applying said currency value as a credit to at least one of a gift 
productir and a secondary transaction number, 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 5, wherein said step 
of communicating oommunioatie » with said partic^ant comprises communicating with said 
participant » over a wire-based netwoit. 

10. (Currently Amended) The comput^-implcmented method of claim 5, wherein said step 
of communicating oommuniootion witfi said participant comprises communica tinfj; with saiH 
participant over a wireless network, 

1 1 . (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 5, further con^rising the steps 
of: 

registering said participant to use a loyalty program, wherein said loyalty program 
comprises said at least one loyalty program database system; 
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establishing said loyalty account for said participant, wherein said loyalty account 
information is stored within said at least one loyalty program database system; and 
authenticating said participant to use said loyalty program. 

12. (Currently Amended) The computer-implemented method of claim 5, wherein said step 
of retrieving information, inoludin p an amount of participant's lovaltv points, from said 
participant's lovaltv accoimt comnrises retrievi ng information, includinp an amount of said 
participant's lovaltv points, fron^ fioid lo)'olty aooount is port -ef a loyalty program operated by a 
tiiird party. 

13. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 6, further comprising the steps 

oft 

integrating a computerized shopping network to facilitate a transaction between said 
participant and at least one mochant. wherein said shopping netwoiic is configured to offer for 
sale to said participant, over said computraized network, a variety of products or services; and 

receiving, from said participant, a request to use said loyalty points to facilitate said 
transaction with said at least one mochant. 

14. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 13, further comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving transaction details relating to said transaction, said transaction details 
comprising at least an amount of said transaction; and 

receiving, from said participant, infonnation relating to said financial transaction account 
to be used to complete said transaction, said financial transaction account information 
oon^rising at least an account number identifying said financial transaction account. 

15. (Origmal) The computer-implemented method of claim 14, further comprising the steps 
of: 

invoking a computerized process to verify that said loyalty account has sufficient loyalty 
points to cover the amount of said transaction; 

invoking a computerized process to verify that said financial transaction account has a 
sufficient credit Umit to cover the amount of said transaction; and 

approving said transaction if said loyalty points and said credit limit are sufficient; 
\n^ereupon a confirmation of said transaction is sent to said participant. 
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16. (Qrigmal) The computer-impleniented mettiod of claim 14, further comprising the step 
of: 

invoking a conqjuterized process to verify that the combined available balance of said 
loyalty account and said transaction account covers the amount of said transaction; whereupon, if 
said combined available balance is sufficient, said transaction is approved and said participant is 
returned with a message confirming said transaction. 

17. (Original) The contputer-implemented method of claim 14, comprising the further step 
of posting a charge associated with said transaction to said financial transaction account 

1 8 . (Original) The computer-impl^ented method of claim 1 7, comprising the additional 
step of generating a participant's billing statement for said financial transaction account 
reflecting said posted charge and said ^plied credit. 

19. (Currently Amended) A data processing and host server system, including at least one 
application program and a plurality of databases, configured to facilitate the conversion of 
loyalty points stored in a participant's loyalty account, wherein said loyalty account is associated 
with said participant within at least one loyalty program database system, comprising: 

a computerized account manager user interface system configured to accept 
communication fi-om a loj^lty program participant over a computerized network; 

a computerized accoimt manager loyalty system middleware coupled to said 
computerized user mterface system configured to interfece with at least a loyalty program 
database system to access and retrieve information, including accumulated loyalty points, fiom a 
said participant's loyalty account; and 

a computerized accoxmt manager conversion processor configured to convert said loyalty 
points to a currency value and to facilitate the application of said currency value as a credit to a 
second account, wherein said second account is stored on a second database svste m, and wherein 
said credit is appl ied to offset an executed chaiye . 
20. (Original) The system of claim 19, further comprising: 

a computerized interface between said account manager user intaface system and a third 
party shopping network, vviierein said third party shopping network fecilitates a value transaction 
between merchants and said participants. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 19, further comprising: 

a compiiteri2:ed shopping network configured to int^face with said participant and at 
least one merchant to facilitate a value transaction, wherein said shopping network is 
programmed to: 

(1) offer products for sale to said participant; 

(2) provide said participant with an option to convert loyalty points to said currency value 
credit to offset the purchase of a product; 

(3) process a said participant's request to purchase said pitxluct using said converted 
loyalty points; 

(4) receive said participant's designated financial transaction account to be used to 
fitcilitate said transaction; 

(5) transmit transaction details to said computerized loyalty system middleware to 
fecilitate said value transaction using said converted loyalty points. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein said middleware is further configured to 
interface with a financial transaction system to post a transaction charge to said designated 
financial transaction account and to post said appUed credit to said designated financial 
transaction account. 

23 . (Currently Amended) A computerized method for converting loyalty points to a currency 
credit to facilitate a transaction while shopping onhne, comprising the steps of; 

presenting a searchable online catalog of products or services to a loyalty program 
participant; 

receivmg participant's selection of at least one product to purchase torn said online 
catalog, wherein said participant chooses to pay with loyalty points; 

retrieving loyalty point information from partic^ant's loyalty account; 

invoking a conversion processor to calculate the number of said loyalty points necessary 
to make the purchase; 

confirming that said participant has suflScient loyalty points to complete the purchase; 

retrieving information firom a participant's financial transaction account; 

converting said loyalty points to a currency credit; and 

posting said currency credit to said financial transaction account, wherein said currencv 
credit is amjiied to offset an executed charge . 
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24. (Currently Amended) A computer-iii^lemented method Tot using loyalty poi^ 
comprising the steps of: 

mterfacing with a loyalty program participant through a user interface system, comprising 
the further steps of; 

(1) authenticating said participant to verify that said participant is authorized to 
use a loyalty program and to identify participant's loyaify account; 

(2) receiving from said participant, a request to use loyalty points to facilitate a 
transaction and infonnalion identifying a participant's financial transaction account; 

retrieving from said loyalty account, information which includes at least the number of 
loyalty points available; 

invoking a conversion processor to convert a designated amount of loyalty points to a 
currency credit; 

posting said currency credit to said participant's financial transaction accoun t wherein 
g^aid credit i s posted to offset an executed charge: and 

debiting said designated amount of loyalty points from said loyalty account. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein said interfacing step occurs online. 

26. The method of claim 24, wherein said interfeciug step occurs using a wireless-enabled 
communication device, 

27. (Original) The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of configuring a user 
interface system to faciUtate said transaction with a shopping network. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein said steo of invoking ^ 
conversioq processor comprises oonvoroion proo e ooor invokoo invoking: bv said conversion 
P^^^^^i ^ pre-defined conversion ratio depending on at least one of a merchant status w and a 
participant status. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 24, fiuther comprising the steps of: 
receiving transaction details relating to said transaction; and 

comparing said transaction details to said loyalty account inforaiation and said financial 
transaction account to determine if transaction is authorized. 

30. (Currently Amended) A The method of claim 29, wherein said receiving step comorisesj 
receiving transaction details ar e r e o e ivod fix)m a merchant. 

3 1 . (Currentiy Amended) A The method of claim 29, wherein said receiving step comprises: 
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receiving transaction details or e roooivod firom e said participant 

32. (Currently Amended) A method of claim 24, whcarofn said troncaotion involvos <h e 
farther comprising the step of gifting or donotion efa gift product 

33. (Curroitly Amended) A computer-implemented method for facilitating a transaction 
using loyalty points, comprising the steps of: 

registering with an accoxmt manager to participate in a loyalty program; 

providing authenticating information to an account manager in order to cause said 
account manage to verify that a participant is authorized to access said loyalty program; 

selecting to redeem loyalty points associated with a loyalty account to facilitate a 
transaction, wherein said selection causes said loyalty points to be retrieved from said loyalty 
account and conv^ed to a currency credit, whorQupon wherein said loyalty points are deducted 
from said loyalty account balance and posted to a financial account to offiset an executed char ge 

34. (Original) A method of claim 33, wherein at least one of the steps occur online. 

35. (Original) A method of claim 33, wherein at least one of the steps are facilitated with a 
wirele^s^enabled communication device. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method of claim 34, further comprising the steps of: 
browsing a merchant*s online w^ site for merchandise; 

selecting a product to purchase using loyalty points by selecting an ^jpropriate icon; 
designating a s^ participant's financial transaction account to be associated with said 
loyalty piograra, wherein said currency credit is posted to said financial tiansaction account 

37. (Currently Amended) A method for £eicilitating a transaction using loyalty points 
associated with a secondary transaction number, comprising the steps of: 

registering a participant to participate in a loyalty program; 
estabUshing a loyalty account associated with said paiticipant; 

receiving a request from said participant to use loyalty points from said loyalty account to 
facilitate a transaction using a secondary transaction number; 

retrieving loyalty account information associated with said participant; 

invoking a conversion processor to convert said loyalty points to a currency credit; 

generating a secondary transaction number with a credit limit of up to said currency 
credit; wherein said secondary transaction number is configured in the same format as existing 
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transaction charge caids so as to be accepted by existing transaction card authorization and 
settlem^t processing systems; 

providing said secondary transaction number to said participant for use in facilitating said 
transaction: and 

postioe said currency ci^edit to a fin ancial account to oflfeet an executed charge: and 
updating said loyalty account by reducing balance by the amount of said converted 
loyalty points. 

38. (Currently Amended) An account manager system for facilitating a transaction witiiin a 
shopping network using loyalty points, comprising: 

at least one usct interface system configured to fecilitate communication with a 
shopping network and loyalty program participants, said shoppmg network comprising at least 
one merchant, \^erein said shopping network is configured to provide to said participants a 
catalog of goods and services offered by said at least one merchant and operative to pennit said 
participants to select goods and services fiom said catalog and to submit a request to obtain said 
goods and services in exchange for loyalty points; 

a loyalty program system comprising at least a first computerized database system for 
managing loyalty program accounts; 

a financial fransaction account system comprising at least a second con^)uteri2ed 
database system for managing financial transaction accounts; 

a conversion system for converting loyalty points to a currency value credit; and 
a loyalty program middleware system configured to invoke said conversion system, to receive 
transaction details fiom said at least one user interfece system, and to fecilitate the exchange of 

<***a and currency values between said loyalty program accounts and said financial 
transaction accounts, wherein said mitnftnr.y value ia eYrh^ mged to offtet an executed charp ^ 
39. (Original) The system of claim 38. the financial transaction account system fiirther 
comprising; 

a financial capture system configured to c^ture and process transaction details; 
an accounts receivable system configured to post transaction card charges and loyalty 
point credits to said transaction card accounts. 
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40. (Origmal) The system of claim 3 8. the transacti(m card system luithercoi^ 

a charge authorization system configured to compare said transaction details wdth 
participants' transaction card accounts and participants' loyalty program accounts, wherein said 
charge authorization system verifies that participants' have sufficient loyalty points and credit 
limit. 

41. (Original) The system of claim 38, the conversion system further comprising: 
at least a third computerized database system of conversion ratios, wherein said 

conversion ratios vaiy according to merchant or participant status; 

a conversion processor for converting loyalty points to loyalty currency credit using said 
conversion ratio fliat is appropriate for the particular participant or merchant. 
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